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The mechanics of change 


Students explore ways 
technology can help 
humans operate and 
athletes perform their 
best. 


By LInpDsay PETERS 
Assistant Design Editor 


fter three failed at- 

tempts, an arm has 

successfully lowered 

a tennis ball into a 

plastic cup Friday af- 
ternoon. This might not seem difficult 
to do but it may be more impressive 
considering the arm is robotic and 
programmed by Cal State Long Beach 
students. 

The robotic arm, named Jaco2, is 
part of the Human Performance and 
Robotics Laboratory. The lab consists of 
12 students from different departments 
within the College of Engineering. 

Emel Demircan, an assistant profes- 
sor in the Mechanical and Aerospace 
Engineering Department, opened 
the lab during the fall 2015 -sémester, 
Demircan saw an opportunity for in- 
terdisciplinary research between the 
College of Engineering’s various de- 
partments. 

“We are a synthesis of biomechan- 
ics and robotics,’ Demircan said. “We 
have tools from both sides, we have al- 
gorithms from both sides, and we syn- 
thesize these two fields for applications 
like ergonomics, physical therapy and 
rehabilitation” 

Aman Mehta, a sophomore comput- 
er science major, said Jaco2 is meant 
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The Human Performance and Robotic Lab students are programming the Jaco2 robotic arm to assist people with disabilities using software and not joystick 


control. According to Kinova, Jaco2 has a reach of 2.9 feet and can lift up to 3 pounds. 


as an assistance device for people with 
disabilities. The software they're writing 
will make the arm more automated. 
“[Kinova] built the arm with the joy- 
stick so that people who are disabled 
can move it and get through daily tasks 


that we take for granted so easily but 
many are not able to do, Mehta said. 
“We're trying to improve upon it and 
add more features.” 

Mehta said one small goal for the se- 
mester is programming the arm to do 


SAE disbanded after 
alleged sexual assaults 


The fraternity chapter 
closed for violating 
the “True Gentleman 
Experience.” 


By MICHAELA Kwoka-COLEMAN 
Staff Writer 


The CSULB chapter of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon will be closed for “no less than 
four years,’ according to the fraternity’s 
national headquarters. 

The chapter's closure followed two 
sexual assault accusations during the 
Fall 2015 semester. According to a 
statement, Long Beach police respond- 


ed.to a claim by two female students 
that they were sexually assaulted by two 
members of SAE at an off-campus party 
in October. 

The university was notified of the 
incident by Long Beach police, and the 
school investigation was handed off to 


judicial affairs. 


Following the report, CSULB issued 
a cease and desist order to SAE, and 
notified the fraternity’s national head- 
quarters. SAE national headquarters 
then suspended the chapter and opened 
an investigation into the claim. 

While the investigation occurred, all 
chapter activity stopped. 

SAE headquarters officially suspend- 
ed the chapter’s charter in late 
January, and the information was 
released Friday. 


The mission of SAE is called “The 
True Gentleman, and promotes the 
“highest standards of friendship, schol- 


» 
? 


arship, and service,’ according to SAE’s 
website. 

In an official statement, SAE head- 
quarters said that the chapter at CSULB 
does not embody the “True Gentleman 
Experience.” : 

Currently, SAE is not registered with 
the school and was prohibited from re- 
cruiting new members this semester. 

SAE’s national headquarters said 
closing the CSULB chapter is the re- 
sult of “members’ repeated health-and- 
safety violations and their inability to 
adhere to the national organization's 


see ZAE, page 2 


basic commands so lab students gain 
a better feel for it. After that, they will 
attach sensors onto the arm to detect 
when it touches an object. In the long 
term, they'll incorporate voice com- 
mand capabilities. 


“For example, if I were to say, ‘pick 
up the laptop; it will be able to use a 
sensor and see that there's a laptop 
there, understand that and pick up the 


see ROBOTICS, page 2 


Herstories to 


rewrite 


history 


In honor of Black History Month, 
#BlackHerstories aims to inspire and inform 
the CSULB community. 


By KATHERINE LEMUS 


After centuries of historical 
erasure, black women have a story 
they wish to tell on the Cal State 
Long Beach campus. 

Presented by the Multicultural 
Center and Women’s Gender and 
Equity Center, #BlackHerstories 
was an event hosted yesterday 
in the University Student Union 
Ballroom that gave black women 
the chance to voice their own per- 


sonal stories. 

#BlackHerstories is a first-time 
event that hopes to offer a plat- 
form for black women to voice 
intersectional histories thought to 
be forgotten. 

This multicultural event pre- 
sented many speakers who shared 
their own personal experiences 
and struggles through poetry, 
monologues and essays. 

The keynote speaker was long- 


see HER STORY, page 4 
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Student reports sexual assault 


A female student 
reported a sexual 
assault at a Kappa 
Sigma party. 


By Matt SIMON 
Staff Writer 


A female student reported that she 
was sexually assaulted at an off-campus 
party hosted by Kappa Sigma Fraternity 
early Sunday morning. 

The student reported the case to a 
Cal State Long Beach campus security 
authority early Sunday morning who 


then notified university police. 
University police sent out an email 
Monday afternoon after the student re- 
ported the incident. 
The student reported that the sus- 
pect is a Hispanic male in his early 20s. 
Whether the man was a member of 


. Kappa Sigma is unknown. 


According to Executive Director of 
News Michael Uhlenkamp, the uni- 
versity is unable to comment on the 
incident while it is under investigation. 
Once the investigation is complete, the 
university will be able to determine 
what course of action it will take. 

Junior geography major Toria De- 
nofrio says the campus doesn't make 
her feel safe and hopes that the univer- 


sity will make a big statement after the 
off-campus investigation is complete. 

“Tt doesn't matter to me if it happened 
off campus,’ Denofrio said. “These peo- 
ple are affiliated with CSULB that we 
most likely go to school with. I hope the 
university makes some sort of statement 
showing it does not condone their ac- 
tions” 

The incident was not in campus po- 
lice’s jurisdiction so the Long Beach 
Police Department has taken over the 
investigation and is requesting that any- 
one who may have information contact 
LBPD Sex Crimes Detail at 562-570- 
7368. 

The Interfraternity Council and Kap- 
pa Sigma were unavailable for comment. 


Not just a penny more 


Long Beach 

clarifies the mayor’s 
recommendation for a 
sales tax increase. 


By JASON ENNS 
Staff Writer 


According to a revised City Council 
agenda, Mayor Robert Garcia intend- 
ed to propose a I percent increase on 


sales tax that would be in effect for six 
years, then decrease to .5 percent for 
another four years. 

This was to clarify the mayor's pre- 
vious letter to City Council Thursday 
that requested the 10-year temporary 
revenue measure pose a one-cent 
increase followed by a half-cent in- 
crease. The letter did not clearly say 
the increase would be one cent for 
every dollar, so the revised agenda 
released on Monday explained that 
the requested increase is in fact 1 
percent. 


The extra revenue will help tackle 
a $2.8 billion deficit in unfunded in- 
frastructure needs, as well as provide 
additional police and firefighter posi- 
tions to combat the city’s rising crime 
rate. 

According to survey information 
released by the city council, 67 per- 
cent of voters support the initiative to 
increase revenue. Voters also recog- 
nized protecting public safety funds 
and investing in infrastructure as 
their highest priorities for the extra 
income. 
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standards and expectations.” 

In the statement, Sigma Alpha Epsi- 
lon nationals said they have a zero tol- 
erance policy for actions that are not 
consistent with the mission and creed 
of “The True Gentleman.” Additionally, 
they said their national leadership will 
take action when guidelines are violated. 

Brandon Weghorst, the Associate 
Executive Director of Communications 
for Sigma Alpha Epsilon nationals, 
said in an email that closing the chap- 
ter means all members have lost their 
rights and privileges to the organiza- 
tion. Members are not allowed to wear 
any letters (ZAE) or use the fraternity’s 
insignia and trademarks. Furthermore, 


ROBOTICS 


continued from page | 


laptop; Mehta said. 

Students in the lab also have access to 
a motion-capture system. After outfitting 
themselves or other human subjects with 
button sensors on various limbs, students 
can analyze movement and muscle activ- 
ity. 

Senior mechanical engineering major 
Jared Chafetz uses motion-capture in 
his research on effective rehabilitation 
methods for knee pain due to a knee pain 
problem of his own. 

“The literature and my doctors basical- 
ly don't know why, and they got nothing” 
Chafetz said. “Pm testing my own theo- 
ries: “Will this work? Will this work?’ And 
instead of saying, ‘Oh, I hope it does; I 
can say, ‘No, I can prove this.” 

Freshmen computer science major 
Keaton Nishimi uses motion-capture 
technology to understand the biome- 
chanics of inclined running. Nishimi, 
who ran cross-country in high school, 
hopes to find the optimal way for ath- 
letes to run uphill. 

“I was always interested in the sci- 
ence side of things and how that works 
because, to me, that always helped me 
understand what I needed to do to get 
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members are not classified as brothers 
or members in good standing. 

The chapter will be closed for at least 
four years, and all membership is indef- 
initely suspended. 

CSULB works with the Interfrater- 
nity Council to provide ongoing sexual 
misconduct training, according to the 
Director of Student Life and Develop- 
ment Brett Waterfield. The IFC works 
with Title IX and the Health Resource 
Center to provide preventative and peer 
training. 

Waterfield said he hopes Sigma Al- 
pha Epsilon’s closure will affect the en- 
tire Greek system by reminding them 
illegal activities will not be tolerated. 

Sigma Alpha Epsilon nationals said 
in the future, they hope to re-establish 
a chapter at CSULB with “a group of 
men who exemplify [their] beliefs and 
who serve as leaders and role models 
on campus.” 


better at running,’ Nishimi said. 

A touch sensory technology called a 
haptic device is also available. The de- 
vice mimics the feel and resistance of 
surfaces in virtual environments. Hap- 
tic technology is often found in rumble 
packs in video game controllers. Ac- 
cording to Demircan, the lab’s haptic 
device has medical applications. 

“You can use these devices for cre- 
ating a rehabilitation mechanism,’ 
Demircan said. “While a [patient] is 
interacting with the virtual environ- 
ment we can apply external forces and 
external disturbances so we can try to 
correct the motions or the posture of 
the person” 

The robotics lab also gives students 
a chance to help each other with the 
politics and paperwork of research. 
Students assist each other with propos- 
al writing and applications to CSULB’s 
Internal Review Board that approves 
research using human subjects. 

Demircan has two proposals for 
National Science Foundation and the 
National Institute of Health to be sub- 
mitted today. Nishimi and Chafetz are 
waiting on review board approval for 
their research in one to two weeks, 
Demircan said. 

Meetings are held Fridays from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Electronic and 
Computer Sciences, Room 115. 
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Modern-day slavery 


According to the National Human Trafficking Resource 
center, “human trafficking is a form of modern-day slav- 

ery in which traffickers use force, fraud, or coercion to 
control victims for the purpose of engaging in commercial 


sex acts or labor services against his/her wil 


oh 


The International Labour Organization 


Cases reported, broken down by state 


The vast majority of human 
trafficking victims are female. 
In 2015, there were 


4,683 


cases involving women in the 
United States. 


Only 574 cases involved men. 


estimates that human trafficking is a 


150 billion dollar industry. 


DC 67 
MASSACHUSETTS 62 
PUERTO RICO 7 
DELAWARE 
RHODE ISLAND 8 


Breakdown of the types of trafficking that 
constituted the 5,544 cases from 2015. 


Sex Trafficking 
4,136 


Labor Trafficking 


0 Unspecified Trafficking 


178 


Sex & Labor 


INFOGRAPHIC BY EMILIO ALDEA 
VECTOR COURTESY OF FREEVECTORMAPS.COM 
DATA COURTESY OF NATIONAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING RESOURCE CENTER 
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Grammy winners 


Some of this year’s winners 
at the 58th annual Grammy 
Awards 


Record of the year 


e Uptown Funk, Mark Ronson 
Featuring Bruno Mars 
Song of the year 


e Thinking Out Loud, 
Ed Sheeran & Amy Wadge 


Album of the year 
e 1989, Taylor Swift 


Best new artist 
e Meghan Trainor 


Best Rock album 
e Drones, Muse . 


Best Rap album 


e To Pimp A Butterfly, 
Kendrick Lamar 


r x Best R&B album 


e Black Messiah, 
D’Angelo and the 
Vanguard ae 


Best Country 
album 


-e Traveller, 
Chris 
Stapleton 


Source: National 
Academy of Recording 
Arts & Sciences 
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Long-time activist Shamell Bell spoke out against those who deprive African Americans of their rights at the Black 
History Month event #BlackHerstories panel Monday at the University Student Union Ballroom. 


HER STORY . 
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time activist Shamell Bell. According to 


_ |the information pamphlet at the event, 


Bell is “a mother, community organiz- 
er, an original member of the #Black- 
livesmatter movement, and co-founder 
of the Black Infinity Complex” The 
Black Infinity Complex is a coalition 
bringing together academics and com- 
munity members fighting against black 
premature death and state-sanctioned 
violence. 

Bell delivered a recount of how she 
became “radicalized and fully invested 
in the #Blacklivesmatter [movement]. 
She discussed nationwide police brutal- 
ity against the black community as well 
as her involvement with the #Black- 


livesmatter movement over the past few 
years. 

“My vision is to viciously attack the 
detrimental practices and policies that 
disadvantage the poor and people of 
color) Bell said. 


Jonathan Higgins, assistant direc- 


tor of multicultural affairs and one of 
the coordinators of #BlackHerstories, 
hoped that this event may inspire 
other similar sociopolitical events on 
campus. 

“There's always this conversation 
about how women start these large 
movements and often times their expe- 
riences or voices become marginalized. 
This event is a way to celebrate their 
voices and experiences, to show our 
appreciation [for those] who are doing 
amazing things,” Higgins said. 

Those involved wanted the audience 
to learn about the different battles un- 


derstand that marginalized people have 
the strongest voice but are oftentimes 
the most oppressed. 

“When we think about and celebrate 
Black History Month often we don't 
think about women’s.voices-in the way 
we should,” said Janay Watts, CSULB 
graduate student in education with an 
option in social and cultural analysis 
of education. “When we think about 
the civil rights movement a lot of black 
women put their own equity, questions 
and concerns on the backburner for 
black liberation and the ways for which 
black women have really been the backs 
so to speak of movements.’ 


This event was the third installa- 


tion of the Office of Multicultural Af- 
fairs’ Black History Month Celebra- 
tion and is followed by the MLK Day 
of Service on Feb. 19 from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 
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ARTS & LIFE 


Girls just wanna kick butt 


A comprehensive 

list on the comic 

book babes who fight 
harder, look better and 
slay constantly. 


By MIRANDA ANDRADE-CEJA 
Arts & Eye es 


Superheroes — or, as I like to call 
them: “burning packages of caped tes- 
tosterone that singlehandedly destroy 
cities.” Personally, I don't care about 
them. But I do care about one aspect of 
the superhero universe — the women. 

Sometimes, theyre lean, mean, 
curb-stomping machines. Other times 
they're maniacal seductresses suffering 
from degrees of psychosis. What isn’t to 
like? Here’s a list of some of my favorite 
mutants, superheroines and their more 
destructive counterparts. 


Harley Quinn (DC) 

«There's something about a de- 
ranged, psychotic doctor that makes 
my little heart weep. Maybe it’s be- 
cause Dr. Harleen Quinzel could 
either beat me into a thin paste or 
mend my mental wounds. Now, most 
super-characters in Marvel or DC 
are smart as hell — but what makes 
Harley Quinn special is that she’s bat- 
sh*t insane (in the best way possible) 


Margot Robbie as Harley Quinn in the upcoming film, “Suicide Squad.” 


while still exercising her role as a 
trained psychiatrist: +: 

The only thing about Dr. Quinzel 
is that she’s hopelessly in love with a 
manic sociopath. I’m waiting -for the 
day where someone finally pairs Harley 
Quinn with Poison Ivy for good — but 
until then, I can wait with my fingers 
crossed. And either way, there's some- 
thing endearing about Harley Quinn 
and the Joker. Maybe it’s the fact that 
both characters welcome complete and 
utter chaos. 

She's a total babe who triple-hand- 
springed into my heart — catch me sal- 
ivating over Margot Robbie's role as her 
in the upcoming film “Suicide Squad” 


¢ 125+ Companies 
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Scarlet Witch (Marvel) 

I have an incredibly soft-spot 
for Wanda Maximoff (see: Scarlet 
Witch), both for her tragic backstory 
and emotionally-dead portrayal in 
the overall-“meh” “Avengers: Age of 
Ultron.”?’ Wanda Maximoff is a cool, 
hex-waving superheroine and the 
very idea of her using her ability to 
manipulate chaos to pull out my heart 
has my knees weak. 

Ill never forgive “Age of Ultron” for 
butchering Scarlet Witch's storyline. 
Ever. When did erasing a hero's mutant 
identity ever help anyone? Thanks, Joss 
WhEdg# £8 A fa FRE 
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Catwoman (DC) - 

This is pretty typical. My prepubes- 
cent gay heart throbbed at Halle Berry 
“Catwoman” photos, and ever since 
seeing Anne Hathaway's portrayal. of 
the feral dominatrix, Selena Kyle has 
consumed my life. 

Her crusade is akin to that of Robin 
Hood’s — except more garters, which 
no one can complain about. Selena 
Kyle stomped her stilettos all over my 
impressionable heart, but her noble 
nature (and chaotic neutral self) tends 
to win me over in even the tensest of 
moments. Whether Catwoman decides 
to be a friend or a foe, 'm always going 


to be a devout follower of the Church 
of Kyle. 


Jessica Jones (Marvel) 

I have to be honest. I hadn't heard 
of Jessica’ Jones until Netflix came out 
with the heroine's self-titled show. But 
does that really matter? The moment 
I laid eyes on that whiskey-swigging, 
car-lifting private investigator I fell in 
complete and total love. 

Jessica Jones is my favorite kind of 
hero — a hero that doesn’t really want 
to be a hero, but just so happens to have 
special abilities and a lot of pent-up 
aggression because of a troubled past. 
Also, she’s a total hard-ass, bad-ass and 
definitely kick-ass. 


Storm (Marvel) 

I love my superheroines of color 
— especially when they’re able to ma- 
nipulate all forms of weather. Storm’s 
powers can be as harmless as casting a 
light drizzle over pastures or inciting 
a rage-filled hurricane over the west 
coast. 

The concept is interesting: a mu- 
tant so in tune with the natural world 
that she is able to breathe underwater, 
visualize kinetic energy and freeze 
people in place. Storm isn’t a mutant, 
she’s a goddess out of ancient mythol- 
ogy, an extension to a line of African 
priestesses with very capable hands 
that yield violent, insurmountable 
power. 

And I love it. 
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Scalia’s successor brings scorching debate 


Political chaos ensues 
after conservatives 

lose Supreme Court 
majority after the death 
of uber-conservative 
Justice Antonin Scalia. 


By Scott SCHULTZ 
Contributing Writer 


he death of conserva- 

tive leader Justice An- 

tonin Scalia is a game 

changer for a myriad 

of reasons this election 
year. The 5-4 conservative tilt of the 
Supreme Court has officially been shat- 
tered and a prime seat in our judicial 
branch of government is up for grabs 
for the first time in a generation. 

Scalia’s death is a nightmare legal 
scenario for conservative lawmakers. 

No matter who ultimately takes Scal- 
ias place, it is hard for me to believe that 
he or she will vote as reliably conserva- 
tive as he did. 

The political battle over Scalia’s suc- 
cessor began almost immediately upon 
word of his death in Texas this past 
Saturday. President Barack Obama, at 
a White House press conference held 
later that day, stated he would appoint a 
successor to Scalia’s seat when the court 
returned from recess later in the month. 

“The American people should have 


Learning 


Have you arrived at the point in 
life where you realize that every new 
lesson you learn is one you've learned 
before? : 

Here's what I've discovered: There are 
no new lessons under the sun. (There are 
even fewer at midnight.) 

I'm sure I’ve arrived at precisely this 
same conclusion many times before. 

Ive always known better than to 
repeat the mistakes I keep repeating, 
and yet that’s never stopped me. For 
example, I know better than to over- 
eat simply because I’m appeasing my 
palate instead of listening to my appe- 
tite. I’ve already learned that to hit the 
snooze alarm “just one more time” 
will create a frantic morning because 
of the poor decision to start my day 
by delaying the very act of enter- 
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Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia smiles during an appearance at the University of California, Hastings, in San 
Francisco, California, on Friday, September 17, 2010. 


a voice in the selection of their next Su- 
preme Court justice. Therefore, this va- 
cancy should not be filled until we have 
a new president; said Republican Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell in a 
formal statement released Saturday night. 
Appointees to the Supreme Court 
should be evaluated based on their qual- 
ifications, not on who’ appointing them. 
Delaying the appointment of a Supreme 
Court nominee for strictly partisan rea- 
sons is detrimental to our democracy. 


The Court, weakened by 4-4 splits 
between conservative and liberal jus- 
tices, will be unable to rule on pressing 
issues like immigration, affirmative 
action or abortion. Lower court deci- 
sions by democrat-appointed justices 
will stand because they can no longer 
be overturned by 5-4 conservative high 
court rulings. 

Sadly, the open seat has already add- 
ed to an increased partisan rhetoric on 
the campaign trail. 


At the Republican debate in South 
Carolina last Saturday, all six remaining 
Republican candidates set themselves 
in opposition to any Supreme Court 
nomination made by President Obama, 
arguing that it should be left to the next 
president to fill the vacant seat. 

“We ought to make the 2016 election a 
referendum on the U.S Supreme Court? 
said presidential candidate Senator ‘Ted 
Cruz on “Meet the Press” the next day. 

Claims have been thrown around 


ife’s lessons — over and over 


ing into it. ’ve known both of these 
things since, oh, 1971 and yet I’ll re- 
discover them, as if by magic, every 
six years and make 
their full eradica- GG 
tion my goal. 
It doesn't happen. 
We play _ this 
kind of game with 
ourselves in various 
arenas. We're meant 
to follow the “trend- 
ing” (a non-word 
I refuse to employ 
without quotation 
marks) 
methods of organiz- 


hot-topic 


ing our homes and offices. We're meant 
to become minimalist and efficient. Not 
much has changed since I was 17. Oh, 


Finally, I need to be 
reminded every few weeks, 
if not every few days, that 
while we’re not responsible 
for what life offers us, we 
are responsible for what 
we are willing to “oe 


I sometimes convince myself that I’ve 
evolved, but that’s mostly because my 
faults and my hopes have been upgrad- 
ed, updated and 
intensified. They 
remain _ essentially 
the same as they 
were in high school 
(a fear of abandon- 
ment and a desire 
for approval) and 
the lessons I contin- 
ue to search for are 
iterations of what 
9 I first almost-but- 
never-quite learned 

decades ago. 
It comes as a moment of awakening, 
for example, that although we’ve come 
to believe we need a great deal to make 
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us happy — serenity, security, rest and 
success — all we really need is a wheel 
of brie and a refillable glass. Happiness 
is neither elusive nor unobtainable. I 
arrive at this conclusion about every 
two years. Apparently I can absorb les- 
sons for brief periods without acquir- 
ing mastery over the subject matter. 

Or let's say I congratulate myself on 
fully grasping the hard-won concept that 
certain relationships are unsustainable. 

I’ve had to re-accept, at those fortu- 
nately rare times when it happens, that 
even long-term friendships, if under- 
mined too often by distrust, envy or 
selfishness, must be permitted to die a 
natural death. Somehow, however, the 
task always seems new and the wound 
always feels fresh, as if I'd never gone 
through it before. But I’ve learned that 
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stating the Republican-dominated 
Congress will obstruct Democratic ef- 
forts at any cost, and the current oppo- 
sition from party candidates is simply 
fueling the fire. 

“The sudden death of Justice Scalia 
creates an immediate vacancy on the 
most important court in the United 
States,” U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren 
said on Twitter. “Senator McConnell is 
right that the American people should 
have a voice in the selection of the next 
Supreme Court justice. In fact, they did 
when President Obama won the 2012 
election by five million votes” 

She then went on to cite Article 
II, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution 
which grants the President the power 
to appoint Supreme Court justices. 

“The Republicans in the Senate and 
on the campaign trail who are calling 
for Justice Scalia’s seat to remain vacant 
dishonor our Constitution,’ said Setre- 
tary Hillary Clinton in a statement_re- 
leased by her campaign team last Sun- 
day. “The Senate has a constitutional 
responsibility here that it cannot abdi- 
cate for partisan political reasons” 

Judicial hearings to fill Scalia’s seat 
are guaranteed to be a partisan affair. 
Its unlikely any Obama appointee to 
the high court will make it past the nu- 
merous confirmation obstacles in the 
Senate to become a justice. 

However, the political damage done 
to Republicans by denying potential 
nominees for Scalia’s seat could spell 
disaster for them come election time in 
November. 


if somebody only calls to ask a favor, 
or to tell you that you didn’t live up to 
his or her expectations, or offer un- 
generous judgment masquerading as 
advice, then it’s just fine to keep that 
individual from crossing the velvet 
ropes dividing the outer world from 
your inner life. 

I first learned that lesson as a kid 
from reading W.C. Fields, who said, “It 
aint what they call you, it’s what you 
answer to.’ Even before I knew what 
Fields really meant, I knew the words 
meant something; I recognized the la- 
tent wisdom underlying the humor. 

Most new wisdom is an echo of what 
we already know. 

But you already knew that. 

— Gina Barreca, The Hartford Cou- 
rant, TNS 
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All-Star shame 


Column 


It is long overdue for 
the NBA to follow the 
MLB’s book and award 
home court advantage 
in the Finals to the All- 
Star game’s winning 
conference. 


By WILL HERNANDEZ 


Assistant Sports Editor 


Until the NBA implements a rule 
like Major League Baseball in which its 
All-Star game matters, the mid-season, 


star-studded affair will continue to be- 


what it is: a mirage. 

Sure, the NBA All-Star game looks 
like the greatest basketball players on the 
planet are getting together for an epic 
pick-up game. But Once again, playing 
defense was arbitrary and it was clear 
on the court that the players decided to 
heave ill-advised threes and. ridiculous 
lobs for 48 minutes. 

This is the peril of the NBA All-Star 
game. There is no incentive, no reward 
and therefore no competitiveness among 


the players on the floor. 

Say you, as a Cal State Long Beach 
student, had a solidified “A’ in a class 
going into the final. No matter what hap- 
pens, you will still get above a 90 percent. 
Would you try or even make an attempt 
to prepare for that final as you would if 
you were on the borderline between an A 
or.a B? 

Probably not. 

Now imagine if the All-Star game 
placed something’on the line, like home 
court advantage in'the NBA Finals. 

This generation of NBA ‘players are 
making millions of dollars and the least 
they can do is put on a good show for 
their fans. By making the All-Star game 
worth something, the NBA would double 
its ratings and profits because the players 
would have a motivation to play hard. 

According to Variety, this All-Star 
game averaged 7.6 million viewers. It was 
the highest amount since 8.02 million 
viewers tuned in during the 2013 All-Star 
game. But that’s only because Kobe Bry- 
ant announced itd be his last game. 

It was fun to see Bryant playing in his 
final All-Star game, fully conceding the 
spotlight to LeBron James, Russell West- 
brook and Stephen Curry. 

Seeing Westbrook, a Los Angeles na- 
tive who said he idolized Bryant his entire 
childhood, win the games most valuable 
player award for the second year in a row 


was charming. 

Kudos to Westbrook, but let's face it, 
someone else will probably shatter that 
accomplishment. : 

Secondly, Indiana Pacers’ star Paul 
George deserved to win the award. 

Only two players scored more than 20 
points on the East team. John Wall had 22 
and George dropped 41, one point shy of 
Wilt Chamberlain's All-Star game record. 

Sure, Westbrook’s team won the game, 
but George also set a new record for most 
three pointers in the All-Star game. He 
nailed a Curry-esque nine shots from be- 
yond the arc. 

Chamberlain's record remains intact; 
unfortunately it will only last until Cur- 
ry or his teammate Klay Thompson each 
drain 10 triples in an All-Star game. 

It is time that NBA commissioner 
Adam Silver does what his predecessor 
David Stern never did: borrow a page 
out of MLB's book and make the All-Star 
game more of a competition and less of 
a facade. 

For the second straight year, the West- 
ern Conference broke the record that it 
set last season for most points in the All- 
Star game, dismantling the East 196-173. 

That kind of final score only shows up if 
you're doing East vs. West on “NBA 2k16” 

Don't you think players like Curry or 
LeBron James would then take the game 
more seriously if it mattered? 
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No matter what your major, if you’re a student leader with a strong academic record and a commitment 
to community or public service, apply now for the Panetta Congressional Internship. 
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California member of the U.S. House of Representatives. While in Washington, you'll attend special 
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experiential journal and a research paper, you can earn academic credits at your school. 
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With the outfield fences 
shorter and closer to 
the plate, the Dirtbags 
expect more baseballs 
to leave the field. 


By MatTT SIMON 
Staff Writer 


The Long Beach State baseball 
team’s hitters better practice their 
home run trot now that Blair Field’s 
new fences make it more hitter 
friendly. 

The Dirtbags and visiting teams 
only hit four home runs combined at 
Blair Field last season, but that num- 
ber is likely to increase in 2016. 

The left and right field fences stand 
335 and 330 feet away from home 
plate now, respectively. The old left 
and right field walls stood 348 feet 
away. The center field fence is 395 
feet away as opposed to the original 
400 feet and the new fence will also 
be shorter all around, going from 10 
to 8 feet. 

While the possibility of more base- 
balls leaving the field looms, Dirtbags 
head coach Troy Buckley highlights 
that there’s also a chance to make 
more defensive plays in areas where 
typically there would be a hit allowed. 

“I think we're going to have more 
guys robbing plays,’ Buckley said. “T 
think we're going to have more plays 
against the fence, where we really 

“never had plays against the fence. The 
[old] fence was a mausoleum, it was 
so big.” 

Along with more defensive plays, 
the team’s offensive strategy is going 
to change now that the fence is going 
to be a factor. © 

“T think the guys are going to have 
play a little bit more shallow just be- 
cause the fences are more in; Buckley 
said. “And with that you're going to 
have more doubles. I honestly think it’s 
going to take some time to figure out 
how this whole thing is going to play.” 

Preseason All-American infielder 
Garrett Hampson was a little skepti- 
cal about the overall cosmetics of the 
renovation, but has been pleased with 
the changes. 

“It’s not as shallow as we all as- 
sumed,” Hampson said. “It’s going to 
be same old Blair. I think it’s not go- 
ing to be too much of a difference, but 
I think there will be more home runs.” 

Players: are not only expecting 
more long balls, but some expect 
overall hitting to improve as well. 
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Long Beach State’s baseball stadium, Blair Field, is currently undergoing renovations that include bringing the outfield fences in as well as the construction 
of batting cages and a clubhouse. The renovations are scheduled to continue throughout the baseball season. 


“T think the fences are really going to 
help our team put more home runs on 
the board? outfielder Brock Lundquist 
said. “We've got a lot of power hitters in 
the line-up. We think it’s going to bring 
up the numbers a lot.” 

Blair Field has been known as a pitch- 
er’s park in recent years, but Buckley isn’t 
sure what to make of the park after an 
unusual heatwave the last week and a half 
with the season only three days away. 

“In the last eight days the weather 
has been unseasonably hot; Buckley 
said. “We don't usually play in 89-degree 
weather in February. So we haven't tradi- 
tionally dealt with this.” 

Usually the stadium gets an ocean 
breeze that travels from right field to left 
field that affects the way the ball could 
travel. 

“Right now were not getting that? 
Buckley said. “In my opinion the field 
is playing small, but that’s part of the 
weather. I think from the gaps to the 
lines is where were going to see the big- 
gest change” 

The Dirtbags play an upcoming home 
series against Holy Cross that kicks off 
Friday at 6 p.m. 
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